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November 5, 1974 - 
Director 


Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 


Dear Bill: 


‘The enclosed two manuscripts are submitted for your approval. 
They have been sized for publication, and the conversational tone, which 
we feel is important, has been preserved. 


Please make any necessary changes on these originals and return 
them in the enclosed envelope by noon Friday, November 6. Angus Thuermer 
can contact Howard Handleman, who will pick them up. 


After return of the manuscript, your words will not be changed, 
We may have to eliminate an entire question and answer for space reasons. 
If news developments suggest substantive updating of your remarks or addi- 
tional questions to be answered, we will get in touch with you, 


Please keep in confidence our plan to publish this interview. 
Should you find it necessary, before this one appears, to grant other in- 
terviews on these same subjects either to television or other publication 
of national scope, please advise us by telephone since it may affect pub- 
lication plans. As you may know, we generally release the text of our 
interviews to all media to coincide with our own publication. 


Let me take this opportunity to express my personal appreciation 
for your time and co-operation in making these views available to our 
audience of more than nine million readers. Immediately upon publication, 
magazines will be mailed to your office, 


Sincerely yours, 


Executive Editor 
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The massive flow of information pouring in to Washingtdn 
(os ae 
requires William Colby, as Director Sees to make 
constant evaluations of fresh global developments bearing 
on U.S. interests. 

The following, in his own words, is the appraisal Mr. 
Colby gave the editors of "U.S.News & World Report” of 
tensions around the world, what they mean, what they coul 
lead to and the possible impact on the superpowers. 

(space) 
Strategic balance: U.S. vs. Russia. "The Soviets are 

Aevelor ) flo 
mbarking on eo eereraeer it of| new missile systems that obvious- 
y(will increase their strategic power considerably, 

"But we do not see that in the foreseeable future they 

a araary fe 
vill have( dominanée-over us. We have both reached the poiht 
here we can destroy each other and the rest of the world, 


nd they know it. 


"You ask if the transfer of American technology to the 
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Soviets is a matter of concern. 
r the ; > 

i +e: high Lorit 
We know that, military purposes{ ais) a very high prior 


in Soviet decision-making. we [3@ have procedures that put 
giv by eer 
Limitations on things of direct military value. And they 


ou . 
ave a problem of adapting pcenaehogy which fin-ourway-of 


4 : OUT 
oing things [works because of the-competitive system. Tha 


is a problem they've got to do some adjusting to, 


well 


"The Soviets are, of course, Pet behind us technologica 


al 


hey are able to challenge us in arms competition by takin 


| ps rt bel lag ly via as§ 7" 


much more disciplined a peroach findpubting-th-their-majo 


i ke ne the hk 


to arms works 
best alent fe-particulerly-taient| One very interesting thing 


is to compare the Soviet military work in space with the 
oviet cieiian work in space. There is an obvious quali-~- 
ative giprecsues between the two. The military work is 
much, much better," 

(space) 


58 Detente: Why Soviets want it. "There are three main 
es ay Soviets want it. 
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reasons for Soviet interest in promoting detente with the 
United States. 
"First, they obviously want to prevent the kind of horyen- 


3 ~ Colby 


reasons for Soviet interest in. promoting detente with the 


United States. 


"rirst, they obviously want to prevent the kind of horyen~- 


dous confrontation that is possible in this age of super- 


Ss \n bake fear 
eapons. the Ssee of a miLicary exchange between us is 


just so incredible now that eda they realize that something 
has to be done to avoid it. ‘ 
"secondly, they dQ insist that they be recognized as ore 


of the world's two superpowers and get the status that , 
: 7 
Babes ( The; 3 rr G ut alee - Puerta 


ok 
wa Caan tiie Gle 


their ee pilin 
AO : { fisat la re 
-“pirdly, they would like to accelerate their development 


in economic and technical terms, because as they look at 


€ 
hig enormous power of the West -~ America particularly, 


ut also the other countries -- they see it moving at a 


remendous rate, ake Toes hope to benefit by a greater degree 


’ ried DW ty ck 5 
of exchange se artici eatin ini that movement. 


sori 


["zhe-govriet_egreonont to Liheralize-enigeationpottctes 
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"Generally, the Soviet concern over internal discipline 
is very high. This is partly a result of detente. They 
re BAKGOe nervous about what detente can do in terms 
of getting new thoughts and new political drives going 
ithin the Soviet Union. And they just don't want that t 


happen," 


Soviet empire: Starting to crumble? "The Soviets face 


Esa erobiem as theli<easetantd states in Eastern Europe 


show signs of sh n 


g dissatisfaction over iron-fisted con- 


rol from Moscow, The Russians have made it clear that. they 


5 ok 
re not going to brook any substantial break in the Easter 


‘uropean buffer zone. 


"But, at the same time, they obviously have the problem 


of dealing with the new political ideas that are circulati g 
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in aome of those countries -- including demands for greatar 
freedom of action. 

"The old idea of total Soviet dominance and control is 
under challenge even from some of the Communist Party lead- 


ers in Eastern Europe." 
(space) 
Western Europe: Communist penetration. "One thing the 


Soviets want [Xa [ts Communist participation in the gov 
ermnents of Western Europe. 


"This is in line with Communist ideology which says tha 
aewoc rat ra 
ollapse of the European |Free-enterprise/ system is inevitable 4 


we 
anée that the movement of Communist forces from minority 


ee rene (/ 
fe 


oices to participation will enable the Communists to take| 


there. 
over eqveruments abd run them. 


Smee 
“Obviously, the Communists are playing a role in Pertux 


county oe 
calls 


ee ee . ewe yeas e : 
oP TH ORT a TIE Oe Ee Lee wo 5 9) —anemas fr 


of the votes they represent and the difficulties of organizing 
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Hed (( veslare going to cross, 
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if 
~ wid 
Sesvese Com ev 


erevumente among the fragmented parties | on + — 


CEM Ge Mae. 


" Nettle - there’ s ‘am increase in Communist Party influence. 


Gaveeal frends ce 
But (@-oouple-of-curves] are running: One is the increase in wee by 


ml ¢ 
(arty \ these as 2 peer in the. 


Conmunist, Zarlueace, geese other is wn [fncreane, anon se 


ree Allok. 
iA ud fe each 


Othe 


dence of European Communist parties from Moscow's control' 


i$ fle nit a~ Cochvoant et Po ties! reaction to this, to det 
It's [reatiy-a-tttie] premature to tell where these 


"We are certainly not saying, ‘It doesn't matter wheth ir 


‘the Communists participate in power.’ What I'm saying is 


that this is a very complicated, multifactored matter, fo 


ent which is a member of 


Party participatige in a gov 


ATO, you then begin 26 put political ctors into the hanjt- 
we 


ecret matters become subjects of political controversy 
i“ 
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(space) 


Sino-Soviet hostility: War isn't imminent. "The Soviets 
f 
take a\very serious view of China as a danger to then/in 
the long r Russian concern centers on Chinese/missile 
systems ~- strategic systems. They have workéd hard on 
heir intelligence dhkout those matters. 

"But I don't see a wax starting in/the near future, eve 
hough there is considerable\hostility on both sides of thk 
oviet and Chinese positions “- ‘ynd there is a gulf betwee 
them. This hostility cerfainly will, go on as long as the 
resent leadership lagts on both sides + and probably will 
ot be all that different in the succeeding \leaderships. 

"tT don't ahticipate a great deal of change ih Chinese 
olicy oF Chinese~Soviet policies after Mao Tse-tung and 
a En-lai pass from the scene. Hints goes beyond persona i- 


/ 


58 /ities. I think the Chinese feel that they have to defend 
f 
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thor elves against Soviet influence and that this will cor 
tinue more or less_in those terms. 

"The Soviets certainly want to avoidany Chinese-Ameridan 
collaboration against them. AS they See it, the one elemant 
of that equation thaethey can make some kind of\arrange- 
ent with is-America, They really haven't been able to te 
uch With the Chinese." 

(space) 
Cuba: Castro's policy now. "Fidel Castro's attempts to 


pA Sure aad 
export his brand of Communist -revstutiors-to other countrie 
ee C wor kK ‘ 


of Latin America have-diminished—greabhy; The Cubans have 


stressed in recent years the development of state-to-state 
relationshies and--heve—tried—to=get—out-of- the -bustness-of 
= bein ~accused—of trying "to -overthrow-everybodys- And they'we 


been quite successful with that new policy. 


"As for Russia, the Soviets still rate Cuba as a geogralph- 


ie asset, no question about it. It's a very substantial 
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geographic asset, but it's a very costly one to them in 
terms of the support the Cubans have required over the years. 


"Cuba's present activities in Latin America -~ stressing 


state links rether—than-insurgenry—tinks...-.- are, in general, 


of long-term use to Soviet interests, 


War in Mideast: Quite possible. "Another round of wa 
ee SET Ute possible, 


between Israel and the Arabs is possible ~- quite possibl 


[MALE ae i ee ok 


mick peace- 


Ode Se hy 


making di plomacy anéd=vet=that=roing... Obviously, the Rabe 


Rabat’, 
sunmit meeting SC eee uamee the Palestine 


Liberation Organization as the sole legitimate representative 


parses 
of Palestinians living on Arab land held by Israel -pyte=n- 


new. Pactorin it. ; 


"As for the Soviet role: They do-hate-a-desire to pla 


the role of a major power ye CRIErTy in the Middle East- 


pproved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000300280018-4 


In & 


58 


58 


Appr 


ved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000300280018-4 


10 ~ Colby 


ern area. They are endeavoring to express that through 
ven (ary 
their naval presence, through a a rograms, through 


Y 
SCCO KGL EC. ad 


Vhetr mibisary aid and so forth, he=-neture-of their policy 
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¥ 
right now is to keep that presence active, keep that capa 


bility of influencing the situation. But at the same tim 


they have a considerable interest in continuing the-deten e 


ee 


# with the United States. ) 


py oviets have indicated that they would go along 
stantial role. A settlemen 


@ situation aa 
But also, at the same time, IN would 


Israeli confliét. 


neceane wemrennn ate eA eet ee olde. : 


They've got to try to go along a rather narrow track withgut 


abandoning their influence, but, on the other hand » not 


seeing the whole thing derail, tpg aessaaente 


"The Soviets do get a certain amount of benefit from t 
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economic troubles that afflict the West as a result of th 
oil problems , put they don't have to ee much about that. 
It's taking place pretty much on its own. 

"On the other hand, they have to realize that an aggres- 


b them CAG § ee 
sive move - eut off oi1 Houta navecip~-ereate a reaction 


on our side. eet ximy, t would be a very direct affront 


to any detente hopes that they have. 


(END) 
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